“lt is good to have an open mind, but not so open that your brains fall out" Carl Sagan

TRANSTFORMATIONS

UNDERSTANDING THE NEAR DEATH

EXPERIENCE

"New Proof of Life
After Death. Seven
‘year old's Story Stuns
| ‘Doctor"

Safeway, and read the above head-

line twice, before | realized that |
was the doctor that this Weekly
World News article was reFerring to.
| quickly purchased five copies and

ant them to my mother. She had

seemed unimpressed when | published
the first documented child's near death
experience in the American Medical
Association' Pediatric Journal. Now
maybe | would get some respect!

NEAR DEATH, NOT AFTER
DEATH
| had not previously considered
near death experiences to be proof of
life after death. After all, the child
had not actually died, and then came
back to life: Her experience was sur-
prising in that she could relate so many
trivial details of her own resuscitation
even though she was profoundly coma-
tose and had her eyes tapes shut. |
was taught that coma wipes clean the
slate of consciousness. This indicated
to me that consciousness is not related
to brain function as we know it.
| had never heard of a near death

experience before | resuscitated Crystal
Merzlock from nearly drowning in a
community swimming pool. | was in

ining at Seattle Children's hospital

I was standing in line at my local

~in my nose.

and moonlighted for AirLift Northwest
transporting critically ill children.

When | first met Crystal, she had
fixed and dilated pupils, a sign of impend-
ing brain death. She was documented as
having no heart beat for 19 minutes. Her
parents prayed at her bedside. | thought
she would soon die.

Yet she lived to tell me "when you
came running into the room, the tall thin
doctor (William Longhurst) said ‘thank
god you are here.' Then you stuck a tube
You took me in a room
and put me in a machine that
looked like a doughnut (CT scan-
ner). | heard the nurses talking
about me, saying different
stuff. | saw you talking on the
phone to another doctor and

eard you asking him what to

H

o.

She also thought that she
went to heaven and met Jesus, something .
far less interesting to me than her descrip-
tion of her own resuscitation.

NEW SCIENCE NEEDED
If it is true that dying comatose pa-
tients are not only conscious, but have a
sense of awareness beyond the body, then
we have to rethink our current theories on
brain function, memory, and consciousness.
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"Proof of Life After Death?"

We will address
the following
auestions in this

issue: |

+ (an science address a question such as
"is there life after death?" using the
scientific method?

+  What is the difference between psue-
doscience and science?

+  Why don't we just believe the children |
when they say that the afterlife is real?

¢ Why not simply let people believe
whatever they want about life after
death. What is the point of science
trying to debunk or prove something
that is ultimately a spiritual issue?

* |f there is a heaven and life
after death, what can science
tell us about what and
where heaven is, and if
there is also a hell?
WARNING!

Much of this issue will
be given over to Dr. Dan
(Show Me the Data)
Stowens, and other skeptics. It is es-
sential to understand the scientific pit-
falls in this sort of research. You cannot
be properly astonished at my conclusion
that Near Death Research is legitimate
science, and will lead to a major para-
digm shift in our scientific knowledge,
unless you have a sound understanding
of the difference between science, pseu-
doscience and the current state of near
death research.
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